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Concept Note 
Partition literature is an imaginative and affective response to a series of blood-bath, displacement, dispossession and 
death of about 10 to12 million people that resulted from the birth of two post-independence nations, India and 
Pakistan in the West and East. The magnitude of unparalleled horror of human cruelty and suffering accompanying 
India’s independence is a conundrum that is represented and explored by literature.  
 
Public and political histories of the partition explaining its causes as well as narrating its consequences have been 
written aplenty. Literature, however, involves the study of imaginative (literary), autobiographical and oral history of 
partition as experienced by men and women and their communities at the physical and psychic levels. The divide 
carves an otherwise culturally and emotionally integrated people inhabiting the subcontinent, notwithstanding their 
religious, linguistic and ethnic diversity, into nations at odds with one another.  
 
The traumatic memory of violence and displacement as well as a terrible sense of alienation suffered by the people, 
ethical issues of guilt, justice and a sense of right and wrong and above all gendered inflexions of communal violence 
suffered by women because of biological and social reasons become the staple of partition narratives. Further, do 
some kinds of partitions have other templates, not necessarily relating to the creation of India and the two Pakistans? 
How to theorize them? 
  
Therefore Partition literature offers a problematic with ramifications such as the following that can engage us 
critically. 

1. Body as a site of communal and national politics 
2. Migrancy, homelessness, statelessness  
3. Framing memories: trauma and archiving 
4. Partition and postmemory  
5. Partition, communal violence and woman 
6. Bio-politics and the post-partition nation-state 

 
The above list can be much longer, with new issues to be addressed in the seminar as topics theoretically, and with the 
help of literary narratives. Since the seminar wants to explore new frontiers of partition narratives, efforts should be 
made to study relatively new and neglected narratives of various genres (novels, short-stories, poetry, memoirs, diary 
entries, letters, films, transcribed oral narratives and so on) and especially those from the North-east. 
 
Abstracts of papers along with Registration Fee may be sent to the Director, National Seminar on or before February 8, 
2020. Registration fee may be deposited in the UCO Bank, Katapali Branch, account of Director, National Seminar. 
A/c no. 07100110025925  IFSC Code: UCBA0000710 

 
Registration Fee for teachers: Rs 1500/-; for scholars and students: Rs 750/- 
(The Registration fee covers two lunches, tea and Seminar kit) 
 
NO TA/DA is admissible 

Details of payment may be intimated to the Director, at the Email id: ajitkumarkullu@suniv.ac.in 
Outstation participants can be provided with accommodation if they so require on payment.  
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