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Abstract of the research 
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Urbanization is a complex socio-economic process that transforms the 
built environment, transforming earlier rural settlements into urban 
settlements and shifting the spatial distribution of a population from rural 
to urban areas. It involves improvements in dominant occupations, 
lifestyle, culture and behaviour, and thus alters the demographic and 
social structure of both urban and rural areas. Urbanization in India as 
pseudo urbanization where in people arrives in cities not due to urban 
pull but due to rural push. Urbanisation is a process to shift of people 
from village to city.  
 Urbanization is a measure of transformation from traditional rural 
economies to modern industrial one and closely linked to modernization, 
industrialization, and the sociological process of rationalization. 
Urbanization is not merely a modern phenomenon; it is a rapid and 
historic transformation of human social roots on a global scale, in which 
predominantly rural culture is rapidly being replaced by urban culture.
Urbanization occurs as individual, commercial, and governmental efforts 
reduce time and expense in commuting and improve opportunities for 
jobs, education, housing, and transportation. It is a measure of the 
transition from traditional rural economies to modern industrial 
economies.  
 
In the recent world the concept of "Urbanization" has become a national 
issue for people of all ages to debate. According to the 2011 census, 
towns are classified into two types: Statutory towns (municipality, 



 

corporation, or notified town) and Census towns (minimum population 
of 5000 with 75 % of male working in non-agricultural pursuits and 400
persons per sq.km density of population). 
 
The objective of the study is to understand urbanisation, urban growth 
and urban structure in Balangir district of Odisha in India from 1568 to 
1956. Balangir is one of the backward district of the state in so far as 
socio-economic is concerned. 
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